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Amendments to the Claims: 

Please re-write the claims as follows: 

1. (currently amended) Rubber dam covering means (10) or strip securing means of a 
flexible, elastic material, 

charact e rised in that wherein the material is a thermoplastic material that is elastic at room 
temperature, 

the rubber dam covering means or strip securing means has an underside (12) that is to be 
arranged facing the oral mucosa and an upper side remote therefrom, and at least one side (12) is 
provided with a structured surface (14), 

the surface structure (14) having a pluraUty of depressions (16) which, starting from a surface 
plane (18) of one side (12), extend in the direction of the remote side, and 

the depressions (16) each have an extent of from 0.10 mm to 0.50 mm, especially from 0.20 mm 
to 0.40 mm, in the surface plane (18) and a spacing of from 0.05 mm to 0.30 mm, especially 
from 0.10 mm to 0.25 mm. 

2. (currently amended) Rubber dam covering means or strip securing means according to 
claim 1, 

charact e rised in that wherein the elastic thermoplastic material has an almost linear force- 
displacement characteristic curve on being stretched in a plane of a sheet. 

3. (currently amended) Rubber dam covering means or strip seeming means according to 
claim l-er-2, 

choractorised in that wherein it is provided with an absorbent surface, especially in the form of a 
flock coating of fibres or an applied non-woven material. 

4. (currently amended) Rubber dam covering means or strip securing means according to 
claim 1 , 2 or 3 , 

charact e rised in that wherein the depressions (16) each have, starting from the surface plane (18), 
a depth of from 0.05 mm to 0.30 mm, especially from 0.10 mm to 0.20 mm. 
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5. (currently amended) Rubber dam covering means or strip securing means according to 
claim l4e-4, 

charaot e rised in that wherein the depressions (16) are of point- form configuration. 

6. (currently amended) Rubber dam covering means or strip securing means according to 
claim 5, 

charact e ris e d in that wherein the depressions (16) each have a rectangular, especially square, 
cross-section in the surface plane (18). 

7. (currently amended) Rubber dam covering means or strip securing means according to 
claim l-te-6, 

charact e ris e d in that wherein the depressions (16) are of dish-shaped structure, especially having 
rounded comers (24). 

8. (currently amended) Rubber dam covering means or strip securing means according to 
any on e of claims 1 to 7 claim L 

oharaot e riG e d in that wherein it is composed of at least two layers of different materials and 
especially has a layer of silicone/SEBS/Teflon. 

9. (currently amended) Rubber dam having a rubber dam covering means according to emy 
on e of claimG 1 to 8 claim 1 . 
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